For the dwindling band of workers who marched behind the 
official banner and gathered round the official platform on the 
first Sunday of May there was no mention of the class struggle. 
People were mobilised, not for strike action, boycotts and mass 
struggle, but simply to ensure that Mr Kinnoch gets elected to 
No.10. 


Yet in the twelve bitter years of Thatcher, this same Mr 
Kinnock, and practically the whole of the labour and trade 
union movement, failed miserably to offer any serious challenge 
as the Tories heaped up anti-working class legislation at an 
unprecedented rate. Instead, the labour and trade union 
leadership reserved their fury for any union, like the NUM, 
that dared take up the strike weapon in defence of its members' 
rights. 


There were moments under Thatcher when the Tories were in 
deep trouble - the miners' strike, the inner-city riots, the 
Falkland's war and the struggle at Wapping - yet on each 
occasion the pathetic labour leadership, her Majesty's loyal 
opposition, took the side of the right-wing oppressors against 
the working class. They bunched cosily on the parliamentary 
divans, fearful of being associated with anything "left-wing", 
and let the Tories run amuk. 


But we know from past experience to expect very little from 
parliament. The parliamentary charade was not designed to 
liberate the working class. It is no accident that the one and 
only occasion when Thatcher was decisively defeated was not in 
parliament. It was when the people themselves came onto the 
streets, invaded town halls and refused en masse to pay the 
poll tax. That should tell us all we need to know. 


Direct Action works. People, not politicians, force 
changes. 


Let the Left in Glasgow exert its influence now, as it did 
in March 1990 with the magnificent anti-poll tax rally. 
Remember it was not parliament that abolished the poll tax. The 
poll tax was abolished despite parliament. It was abolished by 
the people who refused to pay and came out to make their 
protest heard in every city in Britain. 


At the May Day rally in Glasgow Green the Workers City 
Group set up its own Open Platform in the true May day 
tradition. Unlike the official goings-on within the marquee, 
the Workers City platform was for real people, not career 
politicians; protest, not platitudes. It was a rekindling of 
the spirit of really socialist class solidarity and defiance. 
The response was overwhelming. And for the first time in many 
decades the voice of the people was heard at a May Day rally. 


Here in the KEELIE we are pleased to offer our help in 
extending that platform. 


For it is time to speak out. We must make our voice heard 
again and again and again. The voice against widespread DSS 
poverty, unemployment and homelessness; against attempts by the 
authorities to pursue poll-tax debtors; against Tory attacks on 
the Health Service and Education; against that cesspit of 
corruption which is the District Labour Party at all levels; 
against the betrayal of the Kurds and every manifestation of 
racism at home and abroad. 


On MAY DAY 1991 it was 200 years since Tom Paine published 
"The Rights of Man'. Much has been achieved in that time, but 
much more remains to be achieved. The Labour leadership pleads 
for a cessation to socialist agitation. But if it had been left 
to people of the same ilk as Kinnock and Lally nothing would 
ever have been achieved. 


When, for some supposed electoral advantage, they condemn 
our socialist fervour, they are only railing against change and 
in so doing repudiating the martyrs, named and nameless, who 
have down the ages sacrificed everything for the social 
betterment of humankind. 


We are proud to be part of that tradition of struggle: the 
fight for the abolition of every species of oppression and 
exploitation. 


Let those who believe in freedom join with us in the fight 
to defend and support it! 


Shige 


Primarily of course the xmas social is for people to enjoy 
themselves. But it has a secondary purpose which is no less 
important. It is an attempt on behalf of WORKERS CITY and the 
KEELIE to reach other groups and individuals who, like us, are 
part of the struggle to recover and develop political/economic/ 
cultural and artistic values opposed to those of the capitalist 
state in the 1990s and beyond. 


We look forward to meeting with those who read the KEELIE in 
Castlemilk, Easterhouse, Drumchapel and other schemes, together 
with groups and activists fighting cuts, closures, killer 
asbestos, unemployment and other issues in the city. 


Our hope would be that we could not only exchange ideas and 
information and thus enlarge our horizons, but combine our 
resources and activities to create a wider, more representative 
and more dynamic movement comprising the whole of the anti- 
authoritarian left. 


Our aim is to balance the maximum freedom - political, economic 
and cultural - with the maximum equality for all human kind. 
And for that to happen the greatest possible number must become 
involved. 


We look forward to a night of discussion, music, story and 
song, meeting old friends and making new, all in the name of 
forging a libertarian socialist/cultural movement of our own. 


It is what we are which should determine our strategy, not 
merely the evil we fight against: what we can build rather than 
the things we sweep aside. For dissent is more than just saying 
No. At its deepest and most passionate it is a yea saying, an 
affirmation, a shouting of YES to life and all that enhances 
life. 


